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57 ABSTRACT

Apparatus, systems including an electrical touch screen sen-
sor and methods for implementing an electrical touch screen
sensor are disclosed. For example, an apparatus is disclosed
including a display having an array of display pixels and a
plurality of sensors distributed amongst the display pixels and
embedded within the display, where the sensors act to detect
changes in capacitance associated with objects placed in
proximity to the display pixels. Other implementations are
also disclosed.

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRICAL TOUCH SCREEN SENSOR

BACKGROUND

Flat panel displays incorporating touch screen features
usually employ either capacitive or resistive detection mecha-
nisms. A typical resistive touch screen thin-film transistor
liquid crystal display (TFT LCD) employs a flexible conduc-
tive membrane and a moderately conductive substrate placed
over the TFT LCD panel to detect objects physically touching
the front of the display. When an object deforms the mem-
brane enough to contact the underlying substrate a controller
determines the position of the resulting contact by measuring
the resistance between that contact point and the edges of the
underlying substrate. By contrast, a typical capacitive touch
screen TFT LCD uses a series of materials including a thin
transparent conductive layer (e.g., Indium Tin Oxide (ITO))
overlaying the display panel to detect the capacitive coupling
resulting from objects placed in proximity to the conductive
layer.

Traditional resistive touch screen displays are mechani-
cally complex and require physical pressure to detect objects.
Both techniques add a significant number of relatively com-
plex steps to the manufacturing process and tend to reduce the
resulting display’s optical performance. In addition, standard
approaches to both technologies produce displays that require
added calibration and testing in the post-manufacturing pro-
duction process and the resulting displays are typically less
robust then similar non-touch screen displays. Further, nei-
ther standard resistive nor standard capacitive touch screen
displays are capable of sensing multiple touching or proxim-
ity events simultaneously.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, incorporated in and consti-
tuting a part of this specification, illustrate one or more imple-
mentations consistent with the principles of the invention and,
together with the description of the invention, explain such
implementations. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
the emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the prin-
ciples of the invention. In the drawings,

FIG. 1 illustrates portions of a touch screen display panel in
accordance with some implementations of the invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates portions of another touch screen display
panel in accordance with some implementations of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a process in accordance
with some implementations of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates portions of representative data signals in
accordance with some implementations of the invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates a system in accordance with some imple-
mentations of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description refers to the accompanying
drawings. Among the various drawings the same reference
numbers may be used to identify the same or similar ele-
ments. While the following description provides a thorough
understanding of the various aspects of the claimed invention
by setting forth specific details such as particular structures,
architectures, interfaces, techniques, etc., such details are
provided for purposes of explanation and should not be
viewed as limiting. Moreover, those of skill in the art will, in
light of the present disclosure, appreciate that various aspects
of the invention claimed may be practiced in other examples
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2

or implementations that depart from these specific details. At
certain junctures in the following disclosure descriptions of
well known devices, circuits, and methods have been omitted
to avoid clouding the description of the present invention with
unnecessary detail.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a portion 100 of a
touch screen display panel in accordance with some imple-
mentations of the claimed invention. Portion 100 includes a
set of capacitance detection elements (CDEs) 102-104 where
each of CDEs 102-104 is associated with a respective one of
a set of pixel areas and/or regions 106-108. In addition, a
pulsed current source 110 supplies current pulses to a set of
transimpedance amplifiers (TIAs) 112-114 where each of
TIAs 112-114 may act to convert the current pulses received
from source 110 into voltage pulses supplied to a respective
one of CDEs 102-104. Further, a set of buffers 116-118 are
coupled to CDEs 102-104 such that respective ones of buffers
116-118 acts to “read” and/or receive and/or obtain the volt-
age pulses from an associated one of CDEs 102-104. A mul-
tiplexer (MUX) 120 may, in response to a selection signal
(select), supply output from one of buffers 116-118 to an
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 122 which, in turn, may
feed control and/or processing logic 124 with a signal corre-
sponding to a digitized output of one of buffers 116-118.
Finally, pointing logic 126 may control a pointing system (not
shown) in response to information provided by processing
logic 124. Each combination of TIA, CDE and buffer may be
collectively identified as one of a set of capacitance detectors
126-128 each of which comprises an electrical touch screen
sensor in accordance with some implementations of the
invention. Those skilled in the art may recognize that each of
detectors 126-128 may exhibit capacitance detection func-
tionality similar to that provided by well known triangle wave
response or pulse response style capacitance measurement
systems.

Inaccordance with some implementations of the invention,
each of detectors 126-128 may be used to detect the simulta-
neous proximity of moderately conductive objects (such as
human fingers) to the associated pixel regions 106-108. Thus,
for example, detector 126 may be used to detect the proximity
of an object to pixel region 106 while, at the same time,
detector 128 may be used to detect the proximity of the same
object or another object to pixel region 108. In accordance
with some implementations of the invention, any of detectors
126-128 may provide detection of an object by the corre-
sponding capacitive coupling of the object to the associated
one of CDEs 102-104 where that capacitive coupling may
modify the profile of a voltage pulse applied to the CDE by the
associated one of TIAs 112-114. In accordance with some
implementations of the invention each of CDEs 102-104 may
comprise a conductive plate and/or area that may be 10-100
square microns in area where that area may be located adja-
cent to a display pixel of a display pixel region. Further, in
accordance with some implementations of the invention, the
pixels of pixels regions 106-108 may be TFT LCD pixels and
CDEs 102-104 may comprise conductive regions formed
within some of the same material layers as the pixels of pixels
regions 106-108. The functionality and uses of current source
109, TTAs 112-114, buffers 116-118, MUX 120, and ADC
122 are well known in the art and will not be discussed in
greater detail herein.

Processing logic 124 may assess changes in the capaci-
tance of CDEs 102-104 to determine which of pixel regions
106-108 is associated with a proximate object. In this manner,
processing logic 124 may act to map the distribution among
pixel regions 106-108 of capacitive coupling associated with
proximate objects. In other words, processing logic 124 may
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act to map the distribution among pixel regions 106-108 of
“touching events” associated with objects such as fingers
placed in proximity to pixel regions 106-108. Processing
logic 124 may then convey to pointing logic 126 the identity
of those pixel regions 106-108 associated with proximate
objects. Pointing logic 126 may then use the identity of those
pixel regions to establish where the physical locations of the
proximate object(s) are relative to portion 100. The function-
ality and uses of processing logic 124 and pointing logic 126
will be discussed in further detail below.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a larger portion 200
of a touch screen display panel in accordance with some
implementations of the claimed invention. Panel portion 200
includes a set of capacitance detectors 202 (e.g., similar to
detectors 126-128 of portion 100) dispersed among and asso-
ciated with an array of pixel regions 204. In accordance with
some implementations of the claimed invention, detectors
202 may enable the simultaneous detection of proximity to
pixel regions 204 and/or the simultaneous detection of prox-
imity to any subset of pixel regions 204. In accordance with
some implementations of the invention, pixel regions 204
may include any number of discrete display pixels. Thus, in
some implementations of the invention, each of pixel regions
204 may include one display pixel while, in other implemen-
tations of the invention, each of pixel regions 204 may include
two or more display pixels.

In accordance with some implementations of the invention,
pixel regions 204 may, overall, comprise an array of display
pixels and detectors 202 may be dispersed among that pixel
array in a variety of distributions. In other words, while FIG.
2 shows a regular 1:1 distribution of detectors 202 among
pixel regions 204 (i.e., one detector 202 for each pixel region
204), the invention is not limited to a particular distribution of
detectors 202 among pixel regions 204 or to a particular ratio
of detectors 202 to pixel regions 204. Thus, in accordance
with the invention, detectors 202 may be distributed among
pixel regions 204 in any ratio, integer or otherwise, and in any
spatial distribution. For example, in other implementations of
the invention, detectors 202 may be distributed among pixel
regions 204 in a 1:2 ratio (i.e., one detector 202 for every two
pixel regions 204), 1:3 ratio; 1:4 ratio, 1:2.5 ratio, etc.

Those skilled in the art will recognize that some compo-
nents typically found in or associated with a display panel
(e.g., row and column driver circuitry, etc.) and not particu-
larly germane to the claimed invention have been excluded
from FIGS. 1 and 2 so as not to obscure implementations of
the invention. Further, the invention is not limited to the type
of display pixel included in areas 106-108 and/or 204. The
functionality and uses of capacitance detectors 126-128 and/
or 202 in relation to pixel regions 106-108 and/or 204 will be
explained in greater detail below.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a process 300 in accor-
dance with some implementations of the invention. While, for
ease of explanation, process 300 may be described with
regard to items shown in FIGS. 1 and/or 2, the claimed inven-
tion is not limited in this regard and other processes or
schemes supported by appropriate devices in accordance with
the claimed invention are possible.

Process 300 may begin with the provision of a voltage
pulse to detection plate(s) [act 302]. In some implementations
of'the invention act 302 may be undertaken by having current
source 110 supply a current pulse to TIAs 112-114. In turn,
each of TIAs 112-114 may convert that current pulse into a
voltage pulse and provide that voltage pulse to a correspond-
ing one of CDEs 102-104. The manner in which a TIA con-
verts a current pulse into a voltage pulse is well known in the
art and will not be described in detail herein.
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Process 300 may then continue with the obtainment of
voltage pulse profile(s) [act 304]. In accordance with some
implementations of the invention, act 304 may involve each
of buffers 116-118 obtaining and/or reading, from CDEs
102-104, the voltage pulse that was provided by the corre-
sponding one of TIAs 112-114 to a corresponding one of
CDEs 102-104 in act 302. Buffers 116-118 may then convey
those voltage profile(s) to MUX 120. From MUX 120 any
given one of the separate voltage profiles provided by buffers
116-118 may be conveyed to ADC 122 in response to an
indicator (e.g., select signal). The manner in which a buffer
obtains a voltage profile and the manner in which a MUX
provides that voltage profile to an ADC are well known in the
art and will not be described in detail herein.

Process 300 may then conclude with the determination of
change in capacitance per pixel region [act 306]. In accor-
dance with some implementations of the invention, act 306
may be undertaken by having logic 124 process the voltage
profile(s) it receives from ADC 122. One way to do this is to
have logic 124 compare the voltage profile(s) obtained in act
304 with a predetermined reference voltage profile where that
reference voltage profile corresponds to a reference capaci-
tance detected by any of detectors 126-128 or 202 in the
absence of capacitance coupling effects resulting from
objects in proximity to pixel regions 106-108/204 and asso-
ciated detectors 126-128/202. Those skilled in the art will
recognize that the voltage profiles provided by capacitance
detectors such as detectors 126-128 or 202 in the presence of
capacitance coupling effects resulting from proximate
objects may be substantially different from the voltage pro-
files provided by those detectors in the absence of that capaci-
tance coupling. Moreover, those skilled in the art will also
recognize that the capacitive coupling with and the resulting
voltage profiles provided by detectors 126-128/202 may vary
substantially as a function of the proximity of any moderately
conductive object or a portion of any such object to those
detectors.

In some implementations of the invention, act 306 may
involve having logic 124 determine, for each of the voltage
profile(s) obtained in act 304, the capacitance associated with
the profile by determining an integrated voltage value for that
profile and then comparing that value to the integrated voltage
value as predetermined for a reference voltage profile. Alter-
natively, in other implementations of the invention, act 306
may involve having logic 124 compare the rate of change of
each of the voltage profile(s) obtained in act 304 to the rate of
change associated with reference voltage profile. Alterna-
tively, in yet other implementations of the invention, act 306
may involve having logic 124 compare the peak voltage asso-
ciated with each of the voltage profile(s) obtained in act 304
to the peak voltage associated with reference voltage profile.
In other words, act 306 may involve having logic 124 com-
pare the area and/or shape and/or height of each of the voltage
profile(s) or a portion thereof obtained in act 304 to the area
and/or shape and/or height of a reference voltage profile.

To illustrate this principle FIG. 4 illustrates two example
hypothetical voltage profiles 402 and 404 where profile 402
represents an example voltage profile provided by a capaci-
tance such as one of detectors 126-128/202 in the presence of
a proximate object and profile 404 represents an example
voltage profile provided by such a detector in the absence of
a proximate object (i.e., a reference profile). FIG. 4 is pro-
vided purely for pedagogical purposes and should not be
considered to limit the invention in any way. Those skilled in
the art will recognize that an integrated value for profile 402
may correspond to the area 403 under profile 402 and that an
integrated value for profile 404 may correspond to the area
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405 under profile 404. With reference to FIG. 4, act 306 may,
in some implementations of the invention, involve having
logic 124 determine the ratio of the values corresponding to
areas 403 and 405. Alternatively, act 306 may, in some imple-
mentations of the invention, involve having logic 124 com-
pare a peak voltage value 406 of profile 402 to a peak voltage
value 407 of profile 404 by determining those peak voltage
values and/or the ratio of those peak voltage values.

The invention is not, however, limited to a particular man-
ner in which act 306 is implemented. Thus, as those skilled in
the art of capacitance measurement will recognize, one of any
number of well known methods for determining capacitance
and/or changes in capacitance may be employed in undertak-
ing act 306.

Process 300 may then continue with the provision of prox-
imity information [act 308]. In some implementations of the
invention act 308 may be undertaken by processing logic 124
where processing logic 124 may include logic to determine
which pixel region is associated with the largest change in
capacitance. Logic 124 may, in undertaking act 308, convey
information (i.e., data) identifying that pixel region to point-
ing logic 126. Alternatively, processing logic 124 may under-
take act 308 by conveying data identifying changes in capaci-
tance associated with all pixel regions to pointing logic 126.
Pointing logic 126 may then use that data to determine which
pixel regions are associated with proximate objects. Thus, for
example, processing logic 124 may undertake act 308 by
conveying data identifying changes in capacitance associated
with a number of pixel regions (e.g., a subset of pixel regions
204) to pointing logic 126 and pointing logic 126 may then
use that information to, for example, alter the display charac-
teristics of those identified pixel regions. In some implemen-
tations of the invention, act 308 may involve processing logic
124 conveying data identifying changes in capacitance asso-
ciated with a number of pixel regions and pointing logic 126
may then identify those pixel regions associated with changes
in capacitance greater than a predetermined threshold change
in capacitance.

In addition, in accordance with some implementations of
the invention, processing logic 124 and/or pointing logic 126
may determine, in conjunction with act 308 and based on
changes in capacitance determined in act 306, the coordinates
(i.e., locations) of those CDEs exhibiting the largest capaci-
tive coupling and may interpolate between those coordinates
to determine the pixel location of the display panel exhibiting
the greatest proximity to an object and/or the pixel locations
of the display panel exhibiting the greatest proximity to a
collection of objects. Moreover, in other implementations of
the invention, processing logic 124 may undertake act 308 by
conveying data identifying changes in capacitance associated
with any number of pixel regions (e.g., any of pixel regions
204) to pointing logic 126 and pointing logic 126 may then
use that information to, for example, determine where objects
in proximity to the display panel are as a function of the pixel
coordinates of the display panel.

The acts shown in FIG. 3 need not be implemented in the
order shown; nor do all of the acts necessarily need to be
performed. Also, those acts that are not dependent on other
acts may be performed in parallel with the other acts. For
example, acts 306 and 308 may be undertaken in parallel. In
other words, changes in capacitance for one or more capaci-
tance detectors may be determined (act 306) at the same time
as proximity information associated with other capacitance
detectors is being provided (act 308) where that proximity
information is derived from an earlier instance of act 306
undertaken with respect to those other detectors. Further, at
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6

least some of the acts in this figure may be implemented as
instructions, or groups of instructions, implemented in a
machine-readable medium.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example system 500 in accordance
with some implementations of the invention. System 500 may
include a host processor 502, a graphics processor 504,
memories 506 and 508 (e.g., dynamic random access memory
(DRAM), static random access memory (SRAM), non-vola-
tile memory, etc.), a bus or communications pathway(s) 510,
input/output (I/O) interfaces 512 (e.g., universal synchronous
bus (USB) interfaces, parallel ports, serial ports, telephone
ports, and/or other 1/O interfaces), network interfaces 514
(e.g., wired and/or wireless local area network (LAN) and/or
wide area network (WAN) and/or personal area network
(PAN), and/or other wired and/or wireless network inter-
faces), a display processor and/or controller 516, and a touch
screen display panel 518. System 500 may also include an
antenna 515 (e.g., dipole antenna, narrowband Meander Line
Antenna (MLA), wideband MLA, inverted “F” antenna, pla-
nar inverted “F” antenna, Goubau antenna, Patch antenna,
etc.) coupled to network interfaces 514. System 500 may be
any system suitable for implementing and/or supporting a flat
panel electrical touch screen sensor in accordance with some
implementations of the invention.

System 500 may assume a variety of physical implemen-
tations. For example, system 500 may be implemented in a
personal computer (PC), a networked PC, a server computing
system, a handheld computing platform (e.g., a personal digi-
tal assistant (PDA)), a gaming system (portable or otherwise),
a3D capable cellular telephone handset, etc. Moreover, while
all components of system 500 may be implemented within a
single device, such as a system-on-a-chip (SOC) integrated
circuit (IC), components of system 500 may also be distrib-
uted across multiple ICs or devices. For example, host pro-
cessor 502 along with components 506, 512, and 514 may be
implemented as multiple ICs contained within a single PC
while graphics processor 504 and components 508 and 516
may be implemented in a separate device such as display 518
coupled to host processor 502 and components 506, 512, and
514 through communications pathway 510.

Host processor 502 may comprise a special purpose or a
general purpose processor including any control and/or pro-
cessing logic, hardware, software and/or firmware, capable of
providing the functionality of the processing logic and/or the
pointing logic and of performing at least some of process 300
as described above. In one implementation, host processor
502 may also be capable of performing any of a number of
tasks that support flat panel electrical touch screen sensors.
These tasks may include, for example, although the invention
is not limited in this regard, providing the select signal to
MUX 120, providing a reference voltage profile, download-
ing microcode (via antenna 515 and interfaces 514) to pro-
cessors 504 and/or 516, initializing and/or configuring regis-
ters within processors 504 and/or 516, interrupt servicing,
and providing a bus interface for uploading and/or download-
ing image data, etc. In alternate implementations, some or all
of these functions may be performed by graphics processor
504 and/or display processor 516. While FIG. 5 shows dis-
play processor 516 and display 518 as distinct components,
the invention is not limited in this regard and those of skill in
the art will recognize that processor 516 possibly in addition
to other components of system 500 may be implemented
within display 518.

Bus or communications pathway(s) 510 may comprise any
mechanism for conveying information (e.g., graphics data,
instructions, etc.) between or amongst any of the elements of
system 500. For example, although the invention is not lim-
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ited in this regard, communications pathway(s) 510 may
comprise a multipurpose bus capable of conveying, for
example, instructions (e.g., macrocode) between processor
502 and processors 504 or 516. Alternatively, pathway(s) 510
may comprise a wireless communications pathway.

Touch screen display panel 518 may be any display device
incorporating an electrical touch screen sensor in accordance
with the invention. Further, in accordance with some imple-
mentations of the invention, display panel 518 may include
processing logic and/or pointing logic similar to that
described above and at least capable of performing at least
portions of process 300 as described above. In some imple-
mentations of the invention touch screen display panel 518
may be a TFT LCD panel. The invention is, however, not
limited to a specific type of display technology employed in
display panel 518.

Display processor 516 may comprise any processing logic,
hardware, software, and/or firmware, capable of providing
the functionality of processing logic 124 and/or pointing
logic 126 as described above and at least capable of perform-
ing at least portions of process 300 as described above. In
addition, while the invention is not limited in this regard,
processor 504 may provide image data to processor 516 in a
specific color data format, for example in a compressed red-
green-blue (RGB) format, and processor 516 may process
such RGB data by generating, for example, corresponding
LCD drive data levels etc. Although FIG. 5 shows processors
504 and 516 as distinct components, the invention is not
limited in this regard, and those of skill in the art will recog-
nize that, for example, some if not all of the functions of
display processor 516 may be performed by graphics proces-
sor 504 and/or host processor 502.

Thus, in accordance with some implementations of the
invention, an inexpensive electrical touch screen sensor may
be implemented that does not require additional process steps
orlayers to a touch screen manufacturing process. In addition,
touch screen displays in accordance with the invention may
be more robust because the capacitance sensors may be
embedded within the display panel rather than being placed
on top of the display and because the sensors may operate
over a broader temperature range and may not require cali-
bration. Thus, for example, in the case of a TFT LCD touch
screen display in accordance with the invention, the sensors
may be embedded or formed within the same substrate that
the TFTs are formed in. Moreover, processing and/or pointing
logic as described herein may be implemented as chip-on-
glass application specific integrated circuits (ASICs) or may
be integrated into the touch screen display driver chipset.
Further, touch screen displays in accordance with the inven-
tion may be capable of sensing degrees of proximity as well as
touch and may be capable of sensing multiple touches simul-
taneously.

While the foregoing description of one or more instantia-
tions consistent with the claimed invention provides illustra-
tion and description of the invention it is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the scope of the invention to the par-
ticular implementations disclosed. Clearly, modifications and
variations are possible in light of the above teachings or may
be acquired from practice of various implementations of the
invention. Clearly, many other implementations may be
employed to provide for an electrical touch screen sensor
consistent with the claimed invention.

No device, element, act, data type, instruction etc. set forth
in the description of the present application should be con-
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strued as critical or essential to the invention unless explicitly
described as such. Also, as used herein, the article “a” is
intended to include one or more items. Moreover, when terms
or phrases such as “coupled” or “responsive” or “in commu-
nication with” are used herein or in the claims that follow,
these terms are meant to be interpreted broadly. For example,
the phrase “coupled to” may refer to being communicatively,
electrically and/or operatively coupled as appropriate for the
context in which the phrase is used. In addition, the use of the
term “proximate object” herein is intended to broadly refer to
any at least moderately conductive object placed within
physical proximity of and/or near to a touch screen panel
including an electrical touch screen sensor in accordance with
the invention. The use of this term, however, should not be
construed to limit the invention to certain ranges of proximity
and/or closeness or to a specific spatial relationship and/or
orientation between an object and a touch screen panel
including an electrical touch screen sensor in accordance with
the invention. Variations and modifications may be made to
the above-described implementation(s) of the claimed inven-
tion without departing substantially from the spirit and prin-
ciples of the invention. All such modifications and variations
are intended to be included herein within the scope of this
disclosure and protected by the following claims.

What is claimed:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a display including an array of non-capacitive, image pro-
ducing display pixels formed in an integrated circuit
substrate;

a plurality of capacitive sensors distributed amongst the
display pixels and embedded within the display and
integrated with said pixels in said substrate, the sensors
to detect capacitive coupling between an object placed in
proximity to the display pixels and a sensor;

a transimpedance amplifier (TTA);

a capacitance detection element (CDE) coupled to the TIA;
and

a bufter coupled to the CDE.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the display pixels
comprise a plurality of display pixel regions, wherein the
each of the sensors is associated with a corresponding one of
the display pixel regions, and wherein two or more of the
sensors are at least capable of simultaneously detecting
changes in capacitance associated with objects placed in
proximity to different display pixel regions of the plurality of
display pixel regions.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the TIA is to supply a
voltage pulse to the CDE, and wherein the buffer is to obtain
a voltage profile from the CDE, the voltage profile to corre-
spond to the voltage pulse as modified by capacitive coupling
of an object in proximity to the CDE.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the CDE comprises a
conductive area located adjacent to one of the display pixels.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

processing logic coupled to the sensors, the processing
logic to identify sensors detecting changes in capaci-
tance greater than a reference capacitance.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising:

pointing logic coupled to the processing logic, the pointing
logic to identify one or more display pixels associated
with sensors identified by the processing logic.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the array of display

pixels comprise liquid crystal display (LCD) pixels.
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